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WFP Assistance 

 
Country Programme 

DEV 200243 
 

(January 2012 – 

December 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

336.2 m 
200.6 m  

(60%) 
n/a  

* April– September 2016  

WFP aims to assist 3.6 million people in 15 prioritised 

districts over five years under the Country Programme 

(CP), which is designed to improve the long-term food 

security of ultra-poor households and the nutritional 

situation of women and children in the poorest and 

most food insecure rural areas and urban slums. It 

has four components:  

 

Improving Maternal and Child Nutrition (IMCN) 

aims to break the cycle of undernutrition in 

Bangladesh by treating and preventing moderate 

acute malnutrition among pregnant and nursing 

women and children below five. It does so by 

providing supplementary feeding accompanied by 

nutrition behaviour change communication (BCC); 

 

School Feeding (SF) aims to contribute to the 

Government’s goal of achieving universal primary 

education by increasing enrolment and attendance of 

pre- and primary schoolchildren through distributing 

nutritious biscuits and essential learning packages, 

and by providing technical support; 

 

Enhancing Resilience to Natural Disasters and 

the Effects of Climate Change (ER) aims to 

enhance the resilience and food security of 

particularly vulnerable people through the creation of 

community and household assets. It engages 

participants in community projects, provides training, 

and gives women a cash grant for investment; 

 

Strengthening Government Safety Nets aims to 

help the Government enhance social safety nets 

addressing hunger and household food insecurity by 

providing technical assistance and implementing a 

promotional safety net and operational research. 

 

Assistance to 

Refugees from 

Myanmar 

PRRO 200673 

 

(July 2014 – December 

2016) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Months 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

15.5 m 
  10.1 m  

(66%) 
1.5 m 
(61%) 

* April– September 2016 

Under its Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO), WFP is working to improve the food security 

and nutritional status of over 34,000 refugees from 

Myanmar through three activities: (i) general food 

assistance through biometrically coded electronic 

vouchers; (ii) supplementary feeding; and (iii) school 

feeding. WFP provides food assistance through 

electronic vouchers so refugees can purchase food 

according to their choice. The Rohingya refugees live 

in two official camps, Kutupalong and Nayapara in 

Cox’s Bazar District in south-west Bangladesh.  

 
 

 
 

Photo Credit: © WFP/Ranak Martin.                         
Caption: With the new electronic food voucher system in   
Kutupalong refugee camp, the participants can choose from 18 
different foods in shops inside the camps.  

Highlights 

 A stakeholder consultation took place in early April on 

the draft recommendations of the independent 

Strategic Review on Food Security and Nutrition in 

Bangladesh commissioned by WFP. The review will 

inform WFP’s new Country Strategic Plan 2017 – 

2020. 

  

 A new WFP Bangladesh Nutrition Strategy was 

drafted. It foresees a new role for WFP to engage in 

designing and to implement nutrition-sensitive social 

safety nets.  

 

 WFP conducted a four-day stakeholder Cyclone 

Simulation Emergency Exercise in Khulna for 

government officials, local NGOs and UN staff.     

Credit: © WFP USA/Daniel Johnson for HUMAN. 
Caption: Mother and son participating in supplementary 
feeding and nutrition education in Dhaka urban slum. 
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Donors 

Top 5 donors CP: USA, multilateral donors, Japan, Australia, 
Bangladesh. 
Top 5 donors PRRO: USA, UK, multilateral donors, Australia, Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP is conducting a study with the Asian Disaster 

Preparedness Centre in order to improve the use of 

natural hazard forecasts and define preparedness 

actions. The project focuses on improving climate risk 

analysis and understanding, developing early warning 

systems based on indicators and thresholds and 

linking these indicators and thresholds to standard 

operating procedures for preparedness. 

 

 WFP released cash grants of BDT 15,000 (around USD 

200) per person to a first batch of 2,000 women under 

the Investment Component of the Vulnerable Group 

Development (ICVGD) programme. They have all 

participated in a business and entrepreneurship 

training; a life-skills training is ongoing. Besides, WFP 

has revised the nutrition BCC manual to better focus 

on adolescent girls and BCC approaches. The Ministry 

of Women and Children Affairs has initiated the 

implementation of ICVGD for another 6,000 

participants in six new upazilas (sub-districts), which 

it will fully fund.  
 

 Together with the Local Government Engineering 

Department, WFP arranged a workshop on the joint 

ER programme to decide on a way forward.   
 

 In March, WFP distributed 910 mt of rice fortified with 

vitamins and minerals to more than 30,000 women in 

the WFP-supported VGD programme. Other parts of 

this Scaling up Rice Fortification initiative – funded by 

the Governments of Bangladesh and the Netherlands 

– are ongoing.  

 

 There was a decision to implement new development 

components in the Saemaul Zero Hunger Communities 

Project (SZHCP) in Sirajganj District during its third 

and final year, starting this April.  

 

Challenges 

 As WFP moves away from the image of being 

primarily a food operator, conscious efforts will need 

to be ushered in over the next couple of years to 

transition to new work modalities – away from 

implementing programmes through NGOs, toward 

creating evidence and providing technical assistance 

to the Government to enhance design and 

implementation.    

    

 The operations face a critical funding shortfall in the 

coming eight months including USD 4 million for the 

IMCN programme, USD 0.9 million for School 

Feeding, USD 0.9 million for Safety Nets, USD 1.7 

million for the ER programme and USD 0.5 million 

for last year’s emergency relief operation to flood-

affected people in the southeast. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

   

Country Background & Strategy 

 

WFP aims to achieve significant gains in reducing 

hunger and undernutrition in the coming years by 

implementing and developing, through effective 

partnerships, innovative long-term solutions by 

responding to emergencies. To underpin the 

development agenda of the Government, WFP 

focuses on enhancing select government safety net 

programmes and mainstreaming nutrition. WFP 

interventions are geographically directed to areas of 

great food insecurity and vulnerability, such as 
urban slums.  

Bangladesh faces high poverty and undernutrition 

rates, aggravated by frequent natural disasters and 

a high population density. The high prevalence of 

child marriage and undernutrition in mothers and 

adolescent girls contributes to the cycle of 

undernutrition. The national prevalence of chronic 

undernutrition in children under the age of 5 years 

continues to pose a major challenge, with about 6 

million children (36 percent) stunted and a global 

acute undernutrition rate of 15 percent (2014 DHS). 

Despite considerable progress in school enrolment, 

an estimated 3.3 million out of 20 million primary 

school aged children still remain out of school. 

WFP has been present in Bangladesh since 1974 and 

has assisted registered refugees in Bangladesh since 

1992. 
  

 

 

Contact info: Emmy Johdet (emmy.johdet@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Christa Räder 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/bangladesh   

 

Chronic malnutrition: 36% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

142 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 160 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/bangladesh

